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raison d'etre the substitution of law and international 
order in place of international anarchy and the brutali- 
ties of war. It declares itself strongly opposed to the 
current belief that the existing armaments which weigh 
so heavily on all the nations are necessary for defense. 
It believes, on the contrary, that they are maintained 
especially that they may serve the interests of the 
dominant powers — autocrats or plutocrats. It is in the 
name of justice, impartial and equally accessible to all, 
that the present gathering denounces the use of brute 
force and coercion in international disputes, and pledges 
itself to labor incessantly with a view to the reduction 
and final disappearance of standing armies and fleets in 
all countries." 



The seventeenth annual report of Mrs. 
£r , "2 < *f rtment Hannah J. Bailey, Superintendent of the 
Peace Department of the W. C. T. U., 
which we did not have room to notice in our last issue, 
presents a report of good work done in the twenty- eight 
States in which the W. C. T. U. has organized peace 
departments. Of the States organized and having super- 
intendents reports were received from New York, Cali- 
fornia, New Jersey, Ohio, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Oregon, 
Arkansas, Iowa, Virginia, South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Illinois, Rhode Island, Colorado, Massachusetts, Maine, 
Kansas, Maryland, Indiana. The superintendents in 
these States had distributed large quantities of literature, 
in New York alone more than a million pages having 
been given out. Lectures have been given, sermons 
preached, parlor meetings held, Bible readings given, 
peace cards distributed, etc. Several of the superinten- 
dents had attended the Boston Peace Congress and 
carried back to their States the inspiration of the great 
gathering. Most of the superintendents report a deeper 
interest in the cause in their States than ever before. 
The work of the department is particularly effective 
among women and children. In addition to giving de- 
tails of the work of the department, Mrs. Bailey's report 
presents a summary of the general peace work of the 
year. Progress in the movement she considers to have 
been most encouraging. She recommends to local super- 
intendents for the coming year the special study of (1) 
the immense monetary waste of war ; (2) its demoralizing 
influence and danger in the way of race deterioration ; 
(3) the awful suffering and hardening of heart which it 
involves ; and (4) its inadequacy to secure justice. 



Brevities. 

The official stenographic report of the Boston Peace Congress 
has been published, and a copy sent to each person who enrolled as 
a member of the Congress. Copies can be had at the office of the 
American Peace Society by any one who will send ten cents to 
cover postage. 



... A diplomatic conference of admiralty experts from 
all the maritime nations of the world met at Brussels 
on the 21st of February. The United States is repre- 
sented in the Conference by Justice W. W. Goodrich of 
Brooklyn. The delegates have been given authority to 
formulate a treaty between the maritime nations on the 
subject of collisions and salvage. 

... A parcels-post treaty between this country and 
Great Britain was signed at Washington, February 17, 
by President Roosevelt, Secretary Hay and Postmaster- 
General Wynne. It had been previously signed by the 
British officials, and will go into effect on April 1. 

. . . The Franco- Venezuelan claims commission, for 
the adjudication of the French claims against Venezuela, 
has continued its sittings at Northfield, Vt., during the 
month of February. A number of the claims have been 
vigorously contested by the Venezuelan Commissioner, 
Dr. Jose de J. Paul. 

. . . The Kansas State Peace Society held its annual 
meeting in the Friends' University at Wichita on the 
22d of February. Rev. Wm. J. Martindale, D. D., gave 
an address on Disarmament, and Rev. Daniel H. Switzer 
on Pacific Alliances and their results. 

. . . Mr. James C. Carter, the distinguished member 
of the New York bar, who died on the 14th of February, 
was in 1892 appointed by President Harrison, with E. J. 
Phelps and H. W. Blodget, as counsel for the United 
States before the Bering Sea tribunal which met in 
Paris and adjudicated the dispute between this country 
and Great Britain. His services before the tribunal were 
considered of the very highest order. 

. . . Diplomatic relations between this country and 
Colombia are to be renewed. The Colombian govern- 
ment has appointed Diego Mendoza, a prominent public 
man, as Minister to the United States, and he will reach 
Washington in a few weeks. 

. . . The British navy estimates for 1905-6 are 
$166,945,000 as against $184,445,000 for the current 
year, a reduction of about seventeen and a half millions. 
The admiralty proposes during the year to build one 
battleship, four armored cruisers, eighteen torpedo-boat 
destroyers, and eleven submarine boats. 

. . . Secretary Hay has formally assured the Haytian 
Minister at Washington that the United States has no 
intention whatever of acquiring by annexation or other- 
wise possession of Hayti or San Domingo, or of any other 
territory in that region. 

. . . Secretary Hay has proposed to Count Cassini, 
Russian ambassador at Washington, to transmit to his 
government a project for the holding of a conference of 
the powers to discuss questions relative to the violation 
of Chinese neutrality by the belligerents in the Russo- 
Japanese war. 

. . . Since the North Sea Commission made its report 
the British government has presented claims against 
Russia to the amount of $325,000, for the damages done 
by the firing of the Russian warships upon the fishing- 
boats off Dogger Bank. It is expected that the Russian 
government will pay these claims at once without question. 



